will not look after them at home." It would be interesting to knoxw hoxv maniy, if anly, of the compilers of this little book have had to face this particular problem in their own homes ! It is by no means a simple one. A further complaint is that, "since they are irrecoverable, they tend to distort the recovery rate and obscure the progress that has been made in the treatment of mental (lisease"; and, last but not least, they "give a false picture to the death rate." How perverse they seem to be ! WVhat a contrast all this is to the spate of articles, pamphlets, schemes for special housing, Old l'eople's Clubs, etc., that is now flooding England! Is the medical profession in Northern Ireland not prepared to present the case of the aged on its own merits andl give it the very sympathetic consideration that it deserves?
There are two very cogeint reasons why this problem should be tackled without (lelay. Tlhe principal reason is the existing state of affairs, of which most people here appear to be unaware but which is none the less deplorable. The second is the well-known fact that the ratio of aged to other groups in the community is going up steeply. Let us examine very briefly at least one aspect of this problem as it exists in our midst. It will come as a surprise to most people here to learn that there are at the moment more than two It will readily be seen that the accommo(lationi bears little relation to the size of the problem.
Another noticeable feature is that nIo step has yet been taken to cope with the saddest and most urgent problem, i.e., the provision of suitable hospital accommodation for those aged persons whose mental condition is such that institutional treatment is essential. That there are hundreds of such cases no one is likely to deny. Few adults have not had some experience of them and know the extraordinary difliculties that arise in their management.
Therc are niaturally many argumenits againist herding old people together in large institutions; in fact, it should only be (lone as a last resort. The problem is a Jnanv-si(led one and will need very many attempts at solution. More "Common Lodging Houses" are required : they appear to be very popular with a certain class. Hostels are needed, particularly those of the smaller type, e.g., txventy-five to thirty inmates with a 'homely atmosphere.' Houses, flatlets, cottages built specially to suit the requirements of the aged, should form part of every housing schemiie. Most of all, perhaps, it is necessary to recogniize that the problemii in the maini is not so much a financial one as a human one. There is probably no class so difficult to legislate for as the aged. Their peculiarities arc more (leeply ingrained than in any other section of the community. Some are naturally clean and tidy, others could never be made so; some are gregarious, others "wont neighbour." There will always be the lonely cottager who couldn't live away from the loveliness of his Mountains of Mourne or the sound of the waves, just as there will always be those to whom the hurdy-gurdy of the back streets is sweetest music. It will be difficult to find a solution to the whole problem, but with good will, sympathetic understanding, and wise planning much can be done. The medical profession have a share in the general responsibility, and might fittingly play a leading part. 
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